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Google Docs: A Review
from page 38
The similarities between Google Spread-
sheets and Excel are apparent from a simple 
glance.  Both have an unlimited number of 
cells that can be manipulated in a variety of 
ways.  Standard features include the ability to 
change the appearance of fonts, to add colors 
for emphasis and organization, and possibilities 
of adding and deleting rows, wrapping text, and 
inserting formulas.  In addition, the Spread-
sheet team at Google has added features since 
the product’s debut that have considerably nar-
rowed the gap between it and Excel.  Among 
these are the AutoFill feature, an improved 
A-Z/Z-A sort bar, and the ability to freeze 
columns and to create charts (albeit with fewer 
templates than offered by Excel).
At the same time that the Spreadsheet 
updates have helped bridge the gap between 
it and Excel, they have also created new dif-
ferences between the two.  While Excel still 
has the upper hand in some data manipulation 
areas, including filtering abilities, it is users of 
the Web-based product who can take advantage 
of 2.0 integrations into their spreadsheets.  One 
of the newest Spreadsheet features is the abil-
ity to create and distribute forms for others to 
complete.  The results are automatically time 
stamped and integrated into the desired spread-
sheet.  This allows users to collect and input 
data from others without granting them access 
to the spreadsheet itself.  Another function 
unique to Google’s product is the ability to im-
port data from other Web-based sources, such 
as stock information from Google Finance or 
your favorite RSS feeds, for example.
For what it does offer, Google Spread-
sheets deserves to be counted as a useful tool 
for both individual users and collaborators 
alike.  The sharing, publishing, and chatting 
features that make collaborating with Docu-
ments useful also apply to Spreadsheets.  In 
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seven years;  worked at Berea college for four years, and at eku for two and a 
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in my sPare time i like to:  I enjoy watching college football and basketball 
and spending time with my family.












addition, users will find that the Spreadsheets 
design team does take into account user pref-
erences and requests as indicated by several 
pages on their site.  A team blog announces the 
latest additions and updates.  A “Known Issues 
Page” identifies problems with the product and 
reports on the status of fixes, and the “Suggest 
a Feature” page serves as a poll of sorts to help 
the designers decide what Excel-like features 
to add next.
Presentations
The Presentations application of Google 
Docs, the youngest member of the Google 
Docs family, was released in September 
2007.  If it is to be compared to Microsoft’s 
PowerPoint, Google Docs’ Presentations 
application could be considered bare bones.  It 
allows users to create slides that have photos, 
links, charts and text.  But, it does not contain 
any of the bells and whistles of PowerPoint. 
There is no audio, no animation, and the tem-
plates and backgrounds are limited.  This may 
be a drawback for some users, especially in 
the business realm where customization and 
branded templates are standard.  However, 
for many others, this focus on content as op-
posed to the tool is refreshing.  The power of 
the presentation application is the ability to 
collaborate and share your work.  Users can 
be in any location while viewing and editing 
the presentation.  The edits and changes appear 
instantly.  When using Presentations in front 
of an audience, one can project the slides onto 
a physical screen to be seen by the audience 
and others can view the presentation virtually 
by just following a link.  The application is also 
paired with Google Chat so that discussion 
of the presentation can take place in a virtual 
environment.  One must have a Google account 
to participate in the chat.  While one can also 
upload or import slides from PowerPoint 
into Google Docs, users will lose many of 
the features of PowerPoint in this uploading 
process.
Downsides include difficulties backing up 
Distance & Online Education Program Officer 
Eastern Kentucky University Libraries 
EKU Crabbe Library, 521 Lancaster Avenue, Richmond KY 40475 
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Born & lived:  Irvine, KY.  I recently bought a house and moved to Richmond, 
Kentucky.
family:  Single with two sisters and a large extended family.
Professional career and activities:  I am an active presenter at regional 
and national conferences and primarily work with distance education students.
in my sPare time i like to:  I enjoy technology and spend a lot of time on the 
Web and tinkering with computers and other gadgets.  I love to read, although 
my big screen tv has usurped a good chunk of my free time lately.
Pet Peeves/what makes me mad:  facebook apps 
that make you invite your friends to see results.
PhilosoPhy:  Forget “equivalent,” I want “better!”
how/where do i see the industry in five 
years:  Almost impossible to predict.  Anyone pre-
dicting anything is just wildly guessing.  That said, 
I predict we will move even further down the road 
toward becoming information consultants and bearers 
of expertise rather than the traditional role of “keepers 
of knowledge.”  
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